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200th Anniversary Conference Issue 




(A) Paul Hostetler, Convention Director, had an-
ticipated a record attendance at this anniversary con-
ference. So he and his staff were well prepared. The 
people came in record numbers. Although the registra-
tion lines were long they moved rapidly. Above, Lester 
and Mary Fretz, Vineland, Ontario, are receiving some 
needed information. Lela Hostetler, wife of the 
Convention Director, is seated, lower left. 
From the Editor 
As in the past, we assume that most readers of the 
Evangelical Visitor will have had a report of the General 
Conference through their congregational delegate. For 
that reason we do not present a detailed report of the 
Conference actions. Rather, we attempt to reflect the spirit 
of the conference through photographs and reflec-
tions—next best to being there! 
This year Ray Zercher was the official conference 
photographer. He was alert to the schedule of the con-
ference and aware of the events which called for recording 
on film. As this issue indicates he was also at other than 
the official events. He took photographs of the Pageant, 
the Heritage Festival, the missionary drama, and other 
events. 
He only seemed ubiquitous. He really could only be at 
one place at a time, so we did miss a few events. I am still 
looking for a film of the quilt auction. 
If perchance you wonder why a photograph of one event 
is in this issue but not a photograph of another event it 
may be due to a number of reasons: (1) The photographer 
was busy somehwere else; (2) a gremlin got into the 
camera; (3) too many wires, microphones, and waving 
hands got into the picture or (4) the editor had to make a 
decision. So, really, you do not know whom or what to 
blame. 
The photographs reproduced on the f ront cover 
probably require no explanation, save one. One of the 
publishing events of the General Conference was the 
release of Morris Sider's book of Brethren in Christ 
biographies—Nine Portraits. He dedicated this book to 
his parents, Earl and Elsie Sider. One of the cover photos 
shows the author presenting a copy to his parents during 
the ceremony marking the release of this book. Since no 
reference is made to this presentation elsewhere in this 
issue we offer this information. 
(B) The General Conference Moderator, R. Don 
Shafer, bishop of the Pacific and Midwest Conferences, 
welcomes the conference body at the opening session on 
Saturday afternoon, July 1. He reminded the members 
of conference that we would use three books as the 
guide for the conduct of Conference Business: The 
Manual of Doctrine and Government, Roberts Rules of 
Order, and the Bible. 
(C) Saturday was one of those days for which the 
adjective perfect would be appropriate. But into every 
life a little rain must fall. And it did on Sunday and 
Monday. The Convention Director confessed that he 
had been praying for rain for his tomatoes. But we are 
very hard to please and we soon had enough—indeed 
to page three 
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Editorial 
Rhetoric and Reality 
Greetings from Cuba 
A General Conference is characterized by fellowship. 
We like to get together . The 200th Anniversary 
Conference was, if anything, more so. Both the spirit and 
the size contributed to the fellowship of the Conference. 
A General Conference is also a time to do business and 
make decisions. This is one of the meanings of being a 
general conference. These decisions made by con-
gregational delegates are directive and should be binding 
for the congregations and the membership. 
We did business at this General Conference. If in the 
celebration part of our Conference we were looking back, 
in the business sessions we were looking ahead. This 
looking ahead involved church growth at home, new fields 
abroad, and new ministries among us. 
The profile of overseas missions was high at this 
conference. A sizeable representation from our overseas 
Brethren in Christ churches was present. They came as 
equals representing five maturing fellowships. The Board 
for Missions report and recommendation regarding 
"New Fields" highlighted the Conference agenda. The 
report was eagerly awaited and enthusiastically received. 
The last decade has seen a reduction in a missionary 
presence overseas. This has been especially true in India 
and in Rhodesia. The missionary role in Zambia is 
changing. Although these changes, for the most part, were 
part of the maturing of the national church, they appeared 
to the observer to reduce the need for North America 
involvement. There was also considerable uncertainty as to 
the nature of this future involvement. 
I believe that this Anniversary Conference—80 years 
after the founding of the denomination's first overseas 
mission work in Rhodesia—marks a new era in Brethren 
in Christ missions. It will be an era characterized by 
cooperation with the new national churches in an ever 
enlarging effort. It will be an era marked by new roles for 
the missionary. It will be an era of mutual sharing of gifts 
between the younger and the older fellowships. 
We need to have a flexible definition of the term "new 
fields." The terms should not be interpreted only in 
geographical or national terms. To strengthen an existing 
work and broaden its base may be wiser than starting a 
new work in another nation. None of our national 
churches are large. Perhaps we should begin "new fields" 
in cooperation with the present churches in Nicaragua, 
India, Zambia , Rhodesia and Japan rather than add 
another nation to our list of mission fields. 
The Board for Missions should not determine its 
directions primarily on the basis of constituent appeal 
(public relations). There are many factors which bear upon 
such a decision. These factors are known far better by 
those closely involved in our mission program than by 
those of us who are further removed. Above all our human 
wisdom and judgment is the Divine guidance which we all 
should seek as the church moves forward in this new era of 
mission effort. For this we all should pray. 
IN H E A R T A N D M I N D WE A R E P R E S E N T 
WITH YOU AT YOUR C O N F E R E N C E . WE 
INVITE YOU A N D ASK YOU TO R E M E M B E R 
O U R S A U G U S T 19 A N D 20. LOVE, J U A N A 
GARCIA, PASTOR, C U A T R O C A M I N O S . 
Received following adjournment of the General 
Conference. 
The church needs to evidence trust in our mission 
leadership and let them determine the meaning of "new 
fields." What we need from the mission leadership is a 
clear call to what we are about as a missionary 
church—the thrust and the direction of our mission effort; 
the gifts required; the personnel needed; the financial 
resources required; and how brotherhood is expressed in 
relation to the other Brethren in Christ churches. 
Where our missionary thrust happens or even what form 
it takes is not of the essence. The assurance that it is 
happening and is sufficiently articulated so that the 
membership can identify with it is essential. 
These last decades have been crucial years in the life of 
Brethren in Christ missions. Nationalism has replaced 
colonialism in a number of nations where Brethren in 
Christ mission efforts were being carried on. During the 
same decades autonomous churches were organized out of 
a missions program. All of this required effort. I heard the 
Board for Missions saying that they are now prepared for 
a new thrust in our mission ministry. I heard the General 
Conference say, " W e are ready, tell us more." 
I have attended enough General Conferences to know 
that the emotions of a conference setting do not 
automatically carry over to the congregational context. It 
is not always clear that these decisions made with high 
emotion will call for increased commitment—transplanted 
lives; disrupted plans; revised personal budgets; and 
adjusted congregational priorities. All the rhetoric will be 
"sound and fury, signifying nothing" unless careers are 
interrupted, postponed, or even forgone; unless percentage 
points are added to our personal giving—to my giving and 
your giving; unless congregations are prepared to 
designate sacrificially of their own budgets to the church's 
overseas and other outreach ministries. 
An enlarged missions effort, including adequate support 
for those who have served, are now serving, and will serve, 
will call for a budget double our current missions budget. 
Now is the time to move from rhetoric to reality; from 
emotions to action. Z 
200th Anniversary 
f rom page two 
too much. The Heritage Festival tent had to be 
abandoned and the Festival moved to The Learning 
Resources Center. 
However the campus facilities were very adequate for 
the inclement weather. It helped if we tried imagine 
what it would have been like if we had been meeting in 
Henry Schneider's barn as in 1929. Our fathers were a 
hardy people! 
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200th Anniversary-Celebration 
Large crowds were characteristic of the Conference but it 
was on Sunday when they really came. They came in spite of the 
rain. Estimates as high as 3,000 were made of Sunday's 
attendance. Sunday afternoon was the time of the official 
celebration. By the hour of convening all seats were filled in 
Brubaker Auditorium, children were seated on the floor in front 
of the platform, and closed circuit television was available for 
those unable to find a place in the auditorium. They gathered to 
hear the Conference Sermon, listen to three musical selections 
commissioned for the occasion, participate in a litany of 
remembrance and hope, and witness the release of the new 
denominational history: Quest for Piety and Obedience. 
The Conference Sermon, 
"Faith of Our Founders" was 
given by Dr. C. O. 
Wi t t l i nge r , P ro fes so r of 
History, Messiah College, 
and Church Archivist (The 
sermon appeared in the July 
10 issue of the Visitor). 
Reflection 
Owen Alderfer 
We would not want to have such a celebration every 
General Conference, but to do it once—and to do it 
big—was a good thing for the Brethren in Christ. 
"Celebration" is the word that describes what went on at 
Grantham from July 1 to 6: we praised God together in 
word, voice, and instrument. We looked at our past and 
gave thanks for the heritage and lauded our fathers and 
mothers in the faith. We greeted one another with warm 
affection and good feeling. We all had a good time! 
The size of the conference itself was an indication of the 
response of the brotherhood: nearly 600 in the delegate 
body; crowds of 2,500 and more in the auditorium. The 
Convention Director, Paul Hostetler, and his aids were 
hard pressed to handle the group, but they rose to the 
situation with aplomb. 
The Composition of the Conference—One of the ex-
citing and impressive features was the sizable representa-
tion of overseas Brethren in Christ. They came from India, 
Japan, Nicaragua, Rhodesia, and Zambia. They par-
ticipated actively in the business and helped lead in 
worship. They dramatized a line from the pageant, "The 
sun never sets on the Brethren in Christ!" 
to next page 
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A special anniversary choir, organized for the occasion, 
presented two numbers commissioned by the Commission on 
Worship and Music as part of the 200th Anniversary. The 
numbers were written by Bert Carlson and Dwight Thomas. The 
choir was conducted by Royce Saltzman. 
A children's number was also commissioned and written by 
Ron Long and Joanne Barrett. The number entitled Living 
Stones was presented by a children's choir, directed by Mr. Long. 
One of the highlights of the anniversary was the release of 
Dr. Wittlinger's history of the denomination. Below, left to right: 
Publisher Erwin Thomas presents the first copy to Dr. 
Wittlinger; Don Shafer, Conference Moderator, receives a copy 
from the Publisher; Paul Hostetler, Secretary, Publication 
Board, presents a bouquet of roses to Fay Wittlinger, wife of the 
author. 
Business 
(3) Behind the scenes, but not hidden, was the recording 
"studio." The equipment was furnished by the Chambersburg 
congregation (Allegheny Conference). 
(4) The Conference Secretary's staff attempted to keep abreast 
with Conference action and to facilitate conference business. Left 
to right: Terry Brensinger, Verle Brubaker, Ruth Lady, Andrew 
Stoner, Luke Keefer, Jr., and Arthur M. Climenhaga. 
(2) Tellers were kept busy distributing ballots and supplemen-
tary reports (more reports than ballots): Left to right: Gordon 
Engle, Russell Heise, Delman Oswald, Jonah Musanje, Martha 
Long, and Myron Lady. 
(1) Moderator Shafer (right) and Assistant Moderator Glenn 
Ginder seem to have things well under control for the 
moment. 
Reflections 
f r o m page four 
The size and composition of the North American 
representation made this a varied conference. Women play 
an ever more active role. Numbers of persons above 75 
years of age shared in the business and had active roles. 
The presence of the young, busy with their own activities 
while yet participating vitally in the conference, rounded 
out the body. 
Some Impressive Features—History was very evident in 
this 200th Anniversary. This was to be expected; however, 
we were not encouraged to glorify the past or to return to 
it. The heritage was pointed to as fundamental to our 
identity and self-understanding. From here we examined 
the present and dealt with a vision for the future. The 
pageant was particularly potent in helping establish 
perspective. Norman Bert and company put together a 
presentation that told us a great deal about ourselves and 
put into focus some crucial questions. 
On Conference Business—This was a rough conference 
for a General Conference Secretary: Conference members 
were involved with the business of the program. Many had 
done their homework and raised questions about reports 
and presentations. Little was taken for granted. There was 
considerable participation by many people; it was difficult 
to move forward on any schedule and to complete the 
agenda with order and dignity. 
The presentation from the Board for Missions aroused 
considerable interest with its proposals on new fields and 
active program. Proposals on evangelism and church 
growth speak to our vision for the future. These promise a 
new day in the outreach of the body. 
In spite of the celebration of our unity it was clear that 
we are divided on some issues. Given our spiritual intensity 
along with our emphasis on the individual this should not 
be surprising. What strikes me, however, as we begin our 
third century is that we are united on the central issues of 
faith and vision. It became clear that we have some 
homework to do in sharpening our theological under-
standings and articulating the unique message of the 
Brethren in Christ for today. I came home with a concern 
to be about this business. 




A significant feature of the General 
Conference was the historical pageant 
Pilgrimage: A Pageant about the Brethren 
in Christ. It was seen by capaci ty 
audiences on three nights of Conference 
Week. 
At the Wednesday session of the 
General Conference the following recogni-
tion was given by the conference body: 
ARTICLE XXX 
Special Recognition for the Pageant 
Pilgrimage: A Pageant about the Brethren 
in Christ 
Brother Moderator: 
Most if not all of us in this General 
Conference are or will be profoundly 
moved by the presentation of the Pageant: 
Pilgrimage: A Pageant about the Brethren 
in Christ. Here we have had an opportuni-
ty to see compressed into an evening's 
presentation the nuances of the historical, 
biblical, theological, and cultural develop-
ment in the life of our brotherhood. The 
presentation embodied factuality in its 
history, faithfulness to a positive inter-
pretation of biblical truth and doctrine, 
and sensitivity to the positive side of our 
cultural development. The benefit of the 
message in the questions, " W h o are 
they?", "Who are we?", and the dynamic 
answer and vision presented will be a 
challenge and a goad for good to our 
ongoing ministry and fellowship as a 
brotherhood. 
For such a production this conference 
expresses deep gratitude to the pageant's 
author and director, Norman Bert, and 
our gratefulness for his dedication in the 
way he has used the gift of the art we 
believe the Lord has given to him; our deep 
appreciation to all of the cast who gave so 
sacrificially of their time and resources in 
the long and arduous hours of preparation 
and rehearsal; our recognition with 
heartfelt thanks for the adequate and 
helpful advisory assis tance of John 
Zercher and those associated with him on 
the Pageant Advisory Committee; our 
knowledge of personal sacrifice of many in 
behind the scenes preparation and produc-
tion, particularly Wendell Zercher who 
served as producer. To these and all others 
associated in any way in the performance 
of the pageant—our thanks. 
As an expression of how we feel, 
R e c o m m e n d e d t h a t the G e n e r a l 
Conference give visible demonstration by a 
rising vote of thanks and either handclap 
or hearty "Amen" as a complementary 
response. 
ACTION: Adopted with rising vote of 
thanks. 
"CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS" Tape 
Including: 
Conference Opening 
*Opening Devotional by Bishop Shafer 
Excerpts from: 
Confe rence Se rmon—Dr . C. O. 
Wittlinger 
Consecration Sermon—Dr. Arthur 
M. Climenhaga 
Theme Sermon—Dr. Martin Schrag 
The Pageant 
Consecration Ceremony complete 
Summations: 
Luke Keefer, Jr., Dorothy Sherk 
*Comments by Bishop Roy V. Sider 
Plus—Conference Music—Quilt Auc-
tion 
*Not otherwise available 
2 tapes C-60, $5.00 + .55 mailing 
R E C A L L - please return defective 




Chambersburg Brethren in Chris t 
Church 
462 Center Street 
Chambersburg, Pa., 17201 
Evangelical Visitor 
1. E. J . Swalm, Bishop Emeritus, and Alvin C. 
Burkholder, former bishop and retiring Director of 
Stewardship, hold conversation with C. W. Boyer, 
long active in denominational life, especially Sunday 
school. 
2. Panel which responded to the Monday and 
Tuesday Theme Sermons. Left to right: Ralph 
Wenger, Alta Loma, CA; Dorothy Sherk, Kitchener, 
Ont.; Emerson Lesher, Pasadena, CA; and Luke 
Keefer, Jr . , Grantham, PA. 
3. Walter Winger, Secretary, Commission on 
Stewardship and Finance, presents Appreciation 
Plaque to Alvin C. Burkholder upon his retirement as 
Director of Stewardship after eleven years of service 
in that office. 
4. Ar thur M. Climenhaga, who in addition to his 
duties as General Conference Secretary, preached the 
Sunday evening message, " M a n d a t e for the Church." 
5. Retiring bishop of the Canadian Conference Roy 
V. Sider (left) with his successor Harvey Sider. Roy 
Sider has been appointed Secretary of Overseas 
Ministries under the Board for Missions. 
6. Mar t in Schrag was the conference speaker on 
Monday morning bringing the Theme Sermon: "The 
Biblical Understanding of the People of God ." 
7. Owen Alderfer conducted the group discussion 
and sharing periods, following the major addresses of 
Monday and Tuesday, and moderated the panel 
presentation on Wednesday. 
8. Eugene Winger t , Tuesday morning theme 
speaker, preached on the subject: " A Vision of the 
Future ." 
9. C a r l Keefer , newly appointed Director of 
Stewardship. 
10. Luke Keefer, Sr., who brought a moving 
message on the closing day of the conference. 
People 
The church is people 
with gifts differing. 





" I like that we are what we are 
because we are what we ought to be." 
This statement spoken at our recent 
Conference describes my own feelings. 
As we looked into our past we were 
reminded of our rich heritage. And 
although I personally cannot trace my 
roots very far back into the church, yet 
I felt the "pr ide" of being a part of our 
historical Annabaptist and Pietist 
movement. This Conference filled me 
with gratitude to God for allowing me 
to be a part of this unique heritage. 
The program was not limited to 
only looking back. It was a time of 
relating the past to our present and 
future. During the pageant we were 
reminded of our holiness background 
and yet were able to laugh at our own 
failings and limited vision. It reminded 
us of the importance of seeking God's 
direction in the future. Our church has 
gone through many changes and we 
have faced some difficult problems. 
This made conference aware of the 
need to find a balance for the church 
today. A balance between legalism on 
the one side and permissiveness on the 
other. This came into sharp focus in 
the divorce issue, as we tried to define 
the church's attitude on it. Removing 
the "walls of isolation" leaves the 
church open to many of the world's 
problems and the conference body 
sought to find solutions which would 
not violate our traditional holiness 
stand and biblical understanding and 
yet meet the needs of those whose lives 
we touch. 
As I reflect upon this week I see it is 
possible to describe my feelings in 
contradictory terms. It was a time of 
tradition yet change. There was dis-
agreement yet unity! We feasted on 
inspiration and fellowship and fasted 
as we prayed for others. We sang and 
wept together as God's Spirit moved. 
There were long days and short 
nights. The many activities and 
programs made me wish I could be 
two people. The displays of heritage 
to page nine 
Hem Paul, Brethren in Christ Church in 
India, in conversation with William Hoke, 
recently with the Allahabad Bible Seminary, 
India. 
T h e Z a m b i a Brethren in Chr i s t delegat ion being 
in t roduced by F r a n k Kipe: left to r ight , Daniel and 
D o r i c a M w a a n g a , J o n a t h a n M w a a l u , J a c o b 
M u c h i m b a , and J o n a h M u n s a n j e . 
Dwight T h o m a s , who with his wife C a r o l spent 
three years in a VS minis t ry in J a p a n , visiting with 
the J a p a n e s e de legat ion . 
Mar l in Z o o k int roduces (left to right) Hi ro tosh i 
H a s h i m o t o , T a k a n o b u To jo , and M a s a h a r u O k a n o 
f rom the Bre thren in Chr i s t Fellowship in J a p a n . 
Rhodesia Church representative sharing at 
the Wednesday evening rally. Left to right: 
Jane Kumalo, Iddo Kumalo (at podium), 
Philip Dube, and Bishop P. M. Kumalo. 
Enrique and Teresa Palacios from the 
Nicaragua Brethren in Christ Fellowship 
being introduced by Bert Sider. 
Coffee breaks appear to provide a common 
experience that crossed cultural lines. 
Representatives from the Navajo con-
gregations with Marion Heisey, superinten-
dent of the Navajo Mission. 
Missions 
W i l m e r H e i s e y ( l e f t ) , E x e c u t i v e 
Secretary, Brethren in Christ Board for 
Missions, discusses an item of business 
with Earl Musser who is completing 27 
years of service with the Board for 
Missions, the last 9 as Secretary for 
Overseas Min i s t r i e s and Extens ion 
Churches. Brother Musser is leaving his 
position with the Board for a pastorate 
with the Fairland congregation, Cleona, 
Pa. 
crafts and historical artifacts had to be 
visited all too hastily. 
Not having been to a conference in a 
number of years, I saw some trends 
which were new to me. I saw a 
r e n e w e d f e e l i n g of f e l l o w s h i p 
demonstra ted many times in the 
revival of an old tradition—greeting of 
Christians with a kiss. Also there was 
a renewed in teres t in miss ions , 
pe rhaps due to phas ing out in 
Rhodesia and opening new fields. The 
church seems to be seeking to practice 
sel f -sacr i f ice in spi te of a very 
materialistic world. There were notes 
of "women's lib" heard as well. 
One of the things that made this 
confe rence very special was the 
delegates from our international 
churches. I felt they added to the 
sessions and was happy some took 
part in the discussions. 
As conference becomes a part of my 
memory it remains a happy one. We 
spen t t i m e t o g e t h e r , u n i t e d in 
brotherhood and love yet with our 
individual differences. As I look back 
it enables me to look forward with 
confidence in our church leaders and 
lay people. Within our church I 
learned that we have tremendous 
talent. Our church, though small, sure-
ly has an above average number of 
gifted people in many different phases 
of church life. 
God has blessed and we have much 
for which to be thankful. Conference 
Left: The cast of the Missions play "For 
Great Is Your Reward" presented at the 
Monday afternoon W M P C session. The 
cast was composed of Dr. and Mrs. Glenn 
Hoffman, Earl Herr, Andrea Ebersole and 
Kristi Zimmerman. 
Samuel Wolgemuth, gave the message 
at the Wednesday evening Missions Rally. 
Dr. Wolgemuth, long associated with 
Youth for Christ, International, is a past 
Chairman, Board for Missions. 
gave me assurance that we will move 
forward as a holiness denomination, 
with apologies to no man. God has 
blessed and guided in the past for we 
were moved by the same force which 
was evident in the Conference—"not 
by might, nor by power, but by Spirit, 
saith the Lord." 
The writer, recently returned from mis-
sionary service with the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Rhodesia, is presently living in 
Clarence Center, N.Y. 
Below: A full house attended the 
Wednesday afternoon WMPC session in 
the Grantham Church to witness one of the 
five missionary plays written for the 
Missions Playwriting Contest. The play 
"For Great Is Your Reward," written by 
Doreen Rice, focused on the life of Walter 
Taylor who supported the ministry of his 
brother, Myron Taylor, missionary to 
Africa, with great financial sacrifice. 
August 10, 1978 9 
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Phil and Becky Smith singing at the opening of the Thursday 
morning session. 
Leaders for the Symposium on "Music of the Brethren in 
Christ"—left to right: Ronald R. Sider, Emerson Frey, Royce 
Saltzman, and Earl Miller. 
The Upland Youth Choir, Upland, CA, raised their own funds 
to travel cross the continent to be present at the 200th Anniver-
sary Conference. 
Left: The Potters Clay, an ensemble from the Mechanicsburg, 
PA area, shared in the Love Feast Service on Saturday evening. 
Evangelical Visitor 
A little child shall lead them. 
General Confe 
As we celebrate togethe 
In the Lord as one, 
Two hundred years of g 
Praise God, we've just t 
This historic conferencs 
Will under God insure 
The vision's there to lea 
Our message's true and 
Tis true there's disagre 
Yet, in this we all agree 
That love will guide oui 
Because of this you see 
Discussion long and he; 
Feelings that run deep, 
And decisions in the Sp 
That we as one will kee 
O joy so unspeakable! 
Peace so deep and stror 
As we, beloved brethrei 
Unite our hearts in son; 
Singing with deep feelii 
Commitments that we' 
The Saviour's precious 
His grace that never fa< 
The languages are diffe 
Our skins of different h 
Yet God himself is pres 
He's multilingual, too. 
We're one because of J' 
Sons of the great King, 
Together we will praise 
Our honour to him brir 
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Worship 
A little child shall lead them. The communion service had an added dimension this year as these who served the communicants represented the world-wide character of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
General Conference - 1978 
A s we celebrate together, 
In the Lord as one, 
Two hundred years of growing pains, 
Praise God, we've just begun. 
This historic conference 
Will under God insure 
The vision's there to lead us on, 
Our message's true and pure. 
'Tis true there's disagreement, 
Yet, in this we all agree 
That love will guide our speaking; 
Because of this you see 
Discussion long and heavy, 
Feelings that run deep, 
And decisions in the Spirit 
That we as one will keep. 
O joy so unspeakable! 
Peace so deep and strong, 
A s we, beloved brethren, 
Unite our hearts in song; 
Singing with deep feelings of 
Commitments that we've made, 
The Saviour's precious blessing, 
His grace that never fades. 
The languages are different, 
Our skins of different hues, 
Yet God himself is present, 
He's multilingual, too. 
We're one because of Jesus, 
Sons of the great King, 
Together we will praise him, 
Our honour to him bring. 
—Lynda Kelly 
They came in all ages to the Sunday 
afternoon service. Some had choice seats 
down front on the floor. 
The writer of the poem with her 
husband, Walter, serves the Welland 
Congregation, Canadian Conference. 
The service of feet washing preceded 
the communion service symbolizing the 
call to servanthood of those who are 
followers of the Christ, who took upon 
himself the form of a servant. 
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Harvey Musser making brooms (see article below). 
The Heritage Festival, a display of arts and crafts, 
complemented the bicentennial theme of General 
Conference, 1978. Exhibitors of all ages displayed and 
demonstrated a variety of arts and crafts. As Conference-
goers climbed the hill to the Learning Resources Center, 
they caught impressions of the outdoor displays: the 
steaming kettle of apple butter, the whirring lathe of the 
woodcarver, the putt, putt of the gas engine, the bristly 
array of broom straw and cane. 
Once inside the building, visitors viewed an even larger 
display of arts and crafts: china painting, folk art, eggery, 
needlecraft, quilling, shellcraft, weaving, and photography 
are just a few as spectators moved from booth to booth. 
Some chatted with exhibitors and passersby; some stop-
ped awhile to watch and question; some purchased 
original items to carry home with them. 
Human interest stories abounded for those willing to 
stop and ask and listen. Rev. Harvey Mussser (Air Hill 
Congregation) began making brooms during the depressed 
days of the "thir t ies" to supplement his farming income. 
Art and Donna Bert (Grantham Congregation) learned 
basket weaving out of personal interest and a desire to 
keep a dying craft alive. Frank Eld (Perkiomen Valley 
congregation) has an avocation of restoring historical 
buildings to their original state. 
The Heritage Festival was a valuable experience in 
"bringing together." It brought the younger generation 
closer to a past it did not know first-hand. It brought 
together practical skills which are useful, with fine arts 
which enrich. It made tangible the values and heritage of 
the wide variety of people who call themselves Brethren in 
Christ. 
NOTE: Special thanks go to Rev. Jesse Dourte and the 
committee who worked with him to solicit and organize 
the displays. 
Below left: One of the numerous artistic expressions of the 
200th anniversary seal and denominational symbol. Mary 
Wenger Yoder is seated at the loom. (Below right): Frank Eld 
making colonial brooms (see above). 
200th Anniversary: 
A view overlooking a section of the craft and art display. 
The Apple Butter Boiling by the Jesse Dourte family. Jesse is 
on the left. Next to him is his brother Allon. On far right is 
Jesse's son, Nevin. Jesse was the coordinator of the Festival. 
Youth 
On Doctrinal Change 
Curt Byers 
This year's General Conference has 
undoubtedly left an indelible impres-
sion on the m e m o r i e s of t hose 
privileged to attend. An outsider 
happening into our midst could not 
have escaped the impress ion of 
witnessing a big family reunion. From 
praying, rejoicing, and shedding happy 
t ea r s t oge the r a f t e r Rev . L u k e 
Keefer's moving address, to singing 
happy birthday to missionary Bert 
Sider, it was indeed a time when a 
spirit of love and brotherhood was in 
evidence. This spirit of brotherhood 
was made even more exciting by the 
presence of representatives from all of 
our sister Brethren in Christ churches 
around the world. 
One aspect of brotherhood rather 
unique to the Bicentennial Conference 
was graphically demonstrated by Nor-
man Bert's splendid, intimate, and 
candid portrayal of our two-hundred 
year history. Our retrospection caused 
us to realize the continuity and 
b r o t h e r h o o d we h a v e wi th o u r 
forbears, despite many great and 
sometimes humorous differences. As 
we wrestled with things such as the 
i m p l i c a t i o n s of d i v o r c e d a n d 
remarried pastors and deacons in our 
church we could empathize with our 
church fathers who struggled with 
equal seriousness on the questions of 
church buildings and dress. As, via the 
Pageant, we watched them deliberate, 
as did we, with the question of what 
a concession on a given issue would 
mean in the lives of their children and 
grandchildren, we were reminded of 
our responsibility to the Brethren in 
Christ church yet non-existent, the 
church of the next generation, the 
nature of whose existence we in-
fluenced with the outcome of each 
vote. It is in the context of our in-
fluence on tomorrow's church that I 
T h e wri ter is act ive in the youth p r o g r a m s of 
t h e c h u r c h a n d is c u r r e n t l y b e t w e e n his 
s o p h o m o r e and j u n i o r yea rs at Mess iah College. 
H e is a m e m b e r of the C h a m b e r s b u r g congrega-
t ion. 
wish to reflect on this year's con-
ference. 
One feels like something of a 
"Scrooge" to discuss negative poten-
tialities after such a tremendous event 
as this year's General Conference. If 
we were, as we once were, rather 
w i t h d r a w n a n d i s o l a t e d as a 
denomination, little of the following 
would be necessary. But in that we 
have embarked on an active program 
of outreach and growth and are 
making changes to facilitate that, I 
feel that to take for granted the con-
tinued manifestation of unity and 
brotherhood with which we were so 
blessed this year, is tantamount to 
insuring its demise. 
Our forefathers would undoubtedly 
be aghast at today's church. From our 
vantage point however, we can see that 
most of the progressive decisions they 
would have considered worldly have 
been wise ones. Yet in our legitimate 
attempts to be culturally relevant do 
we envision a point beyond which we 
can go no farther? Much mention was 
made of the fact that we have moved 
to the cutting edge in redemptive 
confrontation with the world. Change 
and adaptability will be both a prere-
quisite and necessary result of such 
a g r e s s i v e o u t r e a c h . W e m u s t , 
however, remember that we have 
chosen to be Brethren in Christ 
because we believe that our denomina-
tion most closely conforms to biblical 
teachings. As such, we must see any 
adaptation as having the purpose of 
enabling us to better disciple our new 
members into being mature Brethren 
in Christ, for that is our definition of a 
mature Christian. We must remember 
that we are changing to better make 
people Brethren in Christ and not 
changing the mean ing of being 
Brethren in Christ to fit the people. 
Examples of these two possibilities 
were demonstrated in the recommen-
dations on divorce and remarriage. 
The decision to allow deacons and 
pastors who have been divorced and 
remarried to serve is a proper recogni-
tion of our presence in a fallen world 
and of Christ 's power to forgive and 
transform. This is adaptation of the 
proper kind. On the other hand, it was 
also recommended that pastors be 
allowed to perform a marriage for 
divorced persons. The former decision 
was change, but it can be seen to 
conform to our historic teaching on 
forgiveness. The latter recommenda-
tion upon which final decisions have 
not been made, would be a direct 
reversal of our previous position that 
remarriage was always an act of 
adultery, by permitting a pastor to 
now give God's blessing to this act. 
P e r h a p s my e v a l u a t i o n is t o o 
simplistic, but it would seem that this 
is a case of modifying a doctrine to fit 
persons. To look to societal conditions 
for new and better ways to apply 
biblical principles is one thing, but to 
modify or weaken biblical injunctions 
for any reason is another, and one we 
should prayerfully watch for and 
avoid. 
I have no doubt but that the con-
ferences for many years to come will 
continue to evidence the commitment 
to outreach and discipleship based 
upon strict adherence to biblical prin-
ciples that we have shown in the past. 
This conference left me highly op-
timistic about the future of our 
denomination. If the Holy Spirit is 
present in the next fifty conferences as 
he was in this one, the tri-centennial 
celebration of 2078 will be as joyful as 
the celebration in which we par-
ticipated this year. 
WATCH 
Watch this page next issue for 
report and photographs of youth 
activities at General Conference— 
including the Bible Quiz which was 
won by the Hollowell congregation, 
Allegheny Conference. 
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Morris Sider and Carlton Wittlinger 
were kept busy autographing their two 
books released at General Conference. 
The Brethren in Christ Historical Socie-
ty, born at the 1976 General Conference, 
shows signs of growth when Room 201, 
Kline Hall was well-filled for its second 
meeting of the membership. 
For two hours Conference operated in 
the dark aided by gas lanterns and the 
emergency system. 
A string of black flags as long as the 
world's longest nuclear submarine was a 
symbolic protest to the insane armament 
race. 
Dr. and Mrs. Ray Hostetter entertained 
the Conference at a birthday party on 
Wednesday evening with cake and punch. 
A Bright Future 
Gordon Gilmore 
General Conference 1978 was a 
m e a n i n g f u l and chal lenging ex-
perience for me. As I look on it, I am 
left with a positive appreciation for 
what happened, with a few minor 
exceptions. 
The highlight for me was the mis-
sions emphasis. I am more excited 
than ever about the opportunity before 
us on our existing mission fields and 
on the new fields under investigation. 
Because of the delegates and mis-
sionaries present at Conference from 
our mission fields, missions became 
more personal than ever for me. 
Missions over the years have been 
rather impersonal because I have 
never been to a foreign country where 
we have missionaries and because we 
as local churches support a missions 
board and its missionaries rather than 
individual missionaries of our own 
choosing. The time of prayer and 
fasting for the new fields' program 
touched me more deeply than I have 
ever been touched before for missions. 
I left that experience thinking I felt the 
heartbeat of missions for the first time. 
As a result, I plan to go to see one of 
our mission fields first hand. 
Because of our 200th Anniversary 
there was a great emphasis on our 
heritage. The pageant was superb. I 
have a new appreciation for our 
church's history and I can identify 
with our moderator 's comments that 
we have a "good and Godly heritage." 
However I believe as we mentioned on 
the Conference floor, our primary 
pu rpose is not to ma in t a in our 
heritage and distinctives but to reach 
men and women for Christ and to 
preach the whole counsel of God. 
The business sessions of General 
Conference dealt with problems and 
opportunities. I thought there was a 
The wri ter is pas tor of the Po r t 
Colborne Brethren in Christ Church, 
Canadian Conference. 
good balance between the two. We did 
spend a lot of time on the recommen-
d a t i o n s r e g a r d i n g t he c h u r c h ' s 
ministry to the divorced and the 
remarr ied and their place in the 
church. I was enlightened by the dis-
cussions focusing on God's demands 
and God's grace. F m not happy with 
all of the decisions of Conference in 
this area but I believe we want to be 
faithful to the Scriptures and at the 
same time reach people that need 
God's grace. 
Dr. M. Schrag's challenging theme 
se rmon was a blessing. Severa l 
statements he made will have an im-
pact on my life and ministry. He said, 
"we should not be concerned about 
how many members we have, but how 
many ministers we have." I feel 
strongly compelled to relate this 
biblical truth to the congregation at 
Port Colborne where I am presently 
serving. Developing ministers is a 
h i g h e r c a l l i n g t h a n d e v e l o p i n g 
m e m b e r s . P rope r ly u n d e r s t o o d , 
members should be ministers (of 
God's redeeming grace). Dr. Schrag 
w a r n e d us of t h e d a n g e r o f 
"koinonitis." This danger, I feel deep-
ly. In our churches we spend too much 
time amongst ourselves and not 
enough time reaching the world for 
Christ. May there be a happy balance 
between fellowship and outreach. 
The small group sessions after the 
theme messages were frustating for me 
because of lack of adequate time. 
When the next General Conference is 
planned, we must be given more time 
in small groups and perhaps forget 
about a few coffee breaks. Small 
group experiences are important and 
highly beneficial. 
I am thrilled, in spite of some of my 
critical comments, with the future of 
the church. We cannot fail to be a 
holy, growing people of God if we stay 
close to the Lord of the church and 




Newly-elected bishops and wives standing for their installations vows. Left to right: Alvin 
and Thata Book, Allegheny Conference; John Arthur and Esther Byers, Atlantic Conference; 
David and Dorcas Climenhaga, Central Conference; Don and Marlene Shafer, Midwest and 
Pacific Conferences; and Harvey and Irma Sider, Canadian Conference. 
The celebration comes to an end. The final votes are taken and words of 
appreciation spoken. Warm greetings are received and extended. We return to 
our homes and our tasks. 
It is the nature of General Conference that new responsibilities fall upon 
some. The 1978 Conference dramatized this as bishops for the regional 
conferences were elected—three new to the office, two returned to the office. 
Upon the shoulders of one of the newly-elected bishops, Alvin Book, rests the 
office of Moderator . 
It is our sense of brotherhood that these leaders do not serve alone but are 
supported by the prayers and by the labor of all the members. May it be so. 
We came to celebrate. We leave to serve. 
Moderator Don Shafer passes on the 
office to newly-elected Moderator Alvin 
Book. (Below) Moderator Book addresses 
the conference body following his installa-
tion. He, with Walter Winger, Assistant 
Moderator, will serve through the 1980 
Biennial General Conference. 
Former bishops share in prayer of dedication. 
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